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CONGRESSIONAL MEETING OUTLINE
          Appropriations Request: Humanitarian Assistance Accounts 

	Meeting Goal: Affirm the value of humanitarian assistance by explaining key accounts that impact World Vision’s programs and invest in our country. Member continues U.S. global leadership by protecting funding that saves lives, builds resiliency, and promotes U.S. prosperity.
	Long-Term Goal: Member displays increasing leadership to support U.S. humanitarian assistance. The office knows World Vision and feels supported and accountable to make decisions that honor God and reduce global poverty. 


 » PRE-MEETING:
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1. [bookmark: _Int_7WZN87N5]Research your Member to customize this meeting outline:
· Check out your member’s Backgrounder:
· Be sure to note the number of World Vision child sponsors in the district/state.
· Check to see if the Member voted for the FY26 NSRP bill that includes international assistance funding.
· Find a few priority areas of focus for the Member that can help you choose the appropriations accounts to highlight in this meeting.
2. Read the FY27 Appropriations one-pager and have it on hand in case the office asks about specific amounts. 
3. [bookmark: _Int_1SO1CAYi]Check out the Hub for additional meeting resources.





MEETING TALKING POINTS/AGENDA
» INTRODUCTIONS (3-4 MINUTES): 
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INTRODUCTIONS:
· [bookmark: _Int_soremHjd][bookmark: _Int_lzW03i2u]Thank the office for meeting with you. Confirm how much time the staffer has for you.
· Have one Advocate share that those gathered (if you have a group) are constituents and World Vision supporters who advocate for America’s role in the world through humanitarian assistance. Also mention the number of child sponsors in the district/state here to express further support for World Vision.

THANK THE OFFICE: 
· If the Member voted for the FY26 NSRP bill that included humanitarian assistance funding, thank them here for their support for vulnerable children and families around the world. 
                                                                                     
CONNECT WITH THE STAFFER PERSONALLY:
· [bookmark: _Int_4KahaAdf][bookmark: _Int_4fILyUbI]If you’ve met with this staffer before, follow up on things you’ve learned about them previously to show that you are working to build a meaningful relationship with them. Create a polite dialogue to begin the meeting.
· If you have not met with this staffer before, spend a few minutes connecting with them by asking some questions. You might ask: How long have you been serving in the office? What issues are you passionate about? 
» WORLD VISION UPDATES (5 MINUTES): 
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Overview
· [bookmark: _Int_tE0NBTLo]World Vision is one of the largest Christian humanitarian & relief development organizations that works in nearly 100 countries with over 90% of our staff local to the communities in which they serve.
· World Vision’s primary focus is on long-term community development, building resilience so that communities can develop, thrive, and provide for themselves, eliminating the need for long-term aid. 
FY25
· [bookmark: _Int_NsyTh8P7]In 2025, we responded to 104 humanitarian crises across 70 countries. This includes serving 250,000 people right here at home, through major responses like the L.A. wildfires and the Central Texas floods.
· [bookmark: _Int_K0O8V4j7]In total, World Vision partnered with local leaders, churches, generous donors, and the U.S. government to reach 62 million people in 2025 by providing emergency response and critical tools so communities can lift themselves out of poverty. 
· Last year, World Vision began with 72 USG funded programs, operated by USAID. By the end of the year, 19 of those remained. This meant many people, sometimes overnight, being left behind in difficult circumstances, and a potential reversal of gains made in ending extreme poverty. 
· [bookmark: _Int_jRliHJWA][bookmark: _Int_cxZOQx5a][bookmark: _Int_3BylbkB7]This year, we look for signs of hope as World Vision partners with the State Department and other agencies to address the needs of children. We are grateful that in recent weeks, we have been granted 5 new awards - however, this is not nearly the same amount as in the past, and we are no longer operating under the usual cadence we’d expect given the need around the globe. 
· While these awards are lifesaving, programs that address the root cause of poverty and build long term resilience are needed.
U.S. Partnership
· [bookmark: _Int_c7HkcU4o][bookmark: _Int_q67ABUOi]Ultimately, our desire is to continue our partnership with the U.S. government. Our Christian faith compels us to show up in the places where it’s hardest to be a child, no matter the challenges, and the U.S government has worked with us to help communities thrive in the hardest places. 
· We believe in the words of the gospel of John that say God loves the entire world, and we seek to imitate Christ by walking alongside the poor and oppressed, hoping to help children and families experience life more fully. 
· [bookmark: _Int_1i63FinG][bookmark: _Int_LikzvZKA]You may have heard the verse “to whom much has been given, much is required.” Historically, we’ve seen the American government step in to that in profound ways. We know that this partnership has truly changed lives, and as constituents, we believe in America’s role in the world through humanitarian assistance.
» INTRODUCE THE ASK (2 MINUTES): 
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[bookmark: _Int_UNzM466C]Given World Vision’s mission, we’re here today to talk with you about funding humanitarian assistance programs for FY27. We know that the FY26 levels were recently determined, and we want to now present our FY27 request to you as the Appropriations Committee begins its process. 
Humanitarian programs reflect our nation’s founding principles and our core belief as World Vision: that all human beings are born with equal value, in the image of God, and are deserving of dignity and opportunity. 
This year, the United States is also celebrating 250 years of being a beacon of hope for those suffering from disease, poverty, and conflict. Partnership with faith-based organizations like World Vision advance the United States' leadership and generosity around the world.
To continue this U.S. global leadership and influence, we ask for Rep. ____ / Sen. ____ to:





ASK
Please fund the FY27 International Affairs Budget at no less than $50 billion, which matches the foundation set in the FY26 bill. 


We would like to use this meeting to highlight key accounts within this budget that we care about and believe Rep. ____ / Sen. ____ does as well. The leave-behind lists the funding asks for each account, but we will share about how World Vision has implemented related programs and how they in turn help our own country.
» KEY ACCOUNTS & EXAMPLES (8 MINUTES): 
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[Based on what you know about the Member, please choose only a few of the sections below, with their accounts/examples, to share in the meeting.]
Crises & Conflicts
· [bookmark: _Int_rCpKFvhv]On behalf of those affected by conflict, natural disasters, and humanitarian crises around the world, we’d like to share about the International Humanitarian Assistance account, which can help protect the estimated 239 million people in need of humanitarian assistance in 2026 and support individuals displaced by conflict.
Example 1:
· To provide an example from when this was called the International Disaster Assistance account, World Vision implemented the Restoring Lives and Building Resilience (RESTORE) Project in Upper Nile State in South Sudan, covering food security and livelihoods, WASH, health, and protection. This program had the goal of increasing access to lifesaving services, while enhancing household and community resilience to shocks and improved humanitarian coordination. 
· [bookmark: _Int_rUryZHjk]The project targeted 192,181 people, including 58,639 Internally Displaced Persons affected by recurrent droughts, floods, and insecurity in eight counties in Upper Nile State. World Vision was in the process of beginning the second round of the project when it was terminated during the series of cuts in February 2025.
Example 2:
· [bookmark: _Int_8KBrFe3P]Through partnership with the US government, World Vision is also currently implementing an Integrated Multi-Sector Response in Ethiopia that has reached over 1.3 million people with agricultural training, equipped 52 health facilities, and established 36 stabilization centers for mothers and children with acute and moderate malnutrition that resulted in a 95% recovery rate. 
· This project has also delivered child protection services to 9,400 children and adults identified as most vulnerable, such as survivors of violence, orphans, people with disabilities, and children in distressed households.
· Crises have a real impact on children and families. If people cannot meet their most basic needs, affected areas become incubators for mass migration and infectious disease, as well as extremism and violence against women and children. Undergirded by longstanding support from American investment, U.S. humanitarian assistance is a powerful tool to meet urgent needs, keep instability from spreading, and affirm our value for each human life.
Long-Term Sustainability
· [bookmark: _Int_1wf29gU8][bookmark: _Int_mOqmOBUy]To continue the work to seek long-term sustainable solutions to end poverty, we’d like to share about the National Security Investment account that could be used to create resilient communities and address the drivers of conflict and instability. This account includes a wide range of important work that is critical for children and their families, including key sectors such as education, child protection, WASH, and economic empowerment. 
Example:
· As an example, World Vision’s Governance for Local Development Plus (GoLD+) project in Senegal strengthened government capacity across each of these areas by increasing locally provided resources and promoting greater transparency and accountability. This project engaged community members, especially youth, to identify challenges and collaborate with their governments to ensure high-quality, accessible, and equitable public service delivery. 
· By working in conflict‑affected regions, projects like GoLD+ help address the root causes of instability by strengthening governance and expanding opportunities for young people to participate, reducing key drivers of conflict, and lowering the risks of violent extremism and irregular migration. 
· [bookmark: _Int_JV6bjKWV]Also, by improving local resource mobilization and financial management, this allows regions like West Africa to become critical trade and investment hubs that presents opportunities for U.S. businesses. By empowering governments to lead their own development and reducing dependency on assistance, GoLD+ ensures sustainable outcomes that advance U.S. security and economic interests.
· While this project was terminated when USAID was folded into the State Department, we are hopeful that new projects that focus on these resilience building activities will start again.
Food Security
· [bookmark: _Int_Mvn43Ojx][bookmark: _Int_TOvAgUoA]Key food security accounts, funded through Agriculture Appropriations, feed the world’s hungry with U.S. grown crops while investing in families to feed their communities. We’d specifically like to talk about an example from the McGovern-Dole Food for Education account, which has benefited more than 31 million schoolchildren and their families globally.
Example:
· [bookmark: _Int_UjBQky5H]Together with local partners, World Vision provides daily school meals to over 85,000 students in 157 primary schools across Mozambique. Funded by the McGovern-Dole account, this Partnering for Sustainable Education Outcomes (PARES) program helps children thrive in and out of the classroom. 
· Providing lunches at school is a scalable intervention that combats child hunger, improves educational outcomes, and strengthens local food systems in a country where chronic malnutrition affects 44.6% of children under the age of 5. This also benefits our own country: U.S. food programs purchase over a million metric tons of crops from farmers that support rural communities in 25 states, and this opens new markets to trade American commodities. 
· [bookmark: _Int_YBGPLsVw]Finally, World Vision uses a graduated model to build self-sufficient food systems overseas. By introducing drought-resistant farming and irrigation techniques, for example, local farmers are able to supply their own produce. This means that school meals can continue after we leave, assistance ends, and funding responsibility transitions to local government and community leaders.
Mothers & Children
· Global health programs protect American national security by detecting and containing infectious disease threats before they reach U.S. shores, and they have saved more than 25 million lives through proven, cost-effective interventions like PEPFAR and malaria prevention. We would specifically like to talk about the Maternal and Child Health (MCH) and Nutrition accounts, which together have helped drive down maternal and child deaths over the last two decades. 
Example:
· As an example of these accounts at work, World Vision leads the CORE Group Partners Project (CGPP), which works to eradicate polio and strengthen global health security in border areas and fragile contexts like South Sudan, Nigeria, and the DRC. 
· Low routine immunization, population displacement, and weak surveillance leave children vulnerable to polio and other vaccine-preventable illnesses. By sustaining polio eradication efforts, expanding routine immunization, and surveying MCH and nutrition progress, CGPP builds resilience and trust in these hard-to-reach places.
· [bookmark: _Int_lSlFHV37]In FY24, the project supported polio vaccination of 5 million children and identified 43% of suspected polio cases — all while reporting thousands of alerts for diseases like Ebola, bird flu, and monkeypox, to support broader global health security efforts. CGPP's work has shown that containing outbreaks abroad is far more effective and cost-efficient than responding to them at home.
Quality Education
· [bookmark: _Int_lkNvBe96]To ensure all children have access to quality education, we’d like to share about the Basic Education account, which would improve access to quality education for the 250 million children who are out of school globally, especially for girls and children with disabilities.
Example:
· As an example, World Vision implemented a US government program in Rwanda called Homes and Communities, which was terminated last year. This program focused on improving the education of vulnerable children through ensuring that children have safe, healthy, and stimulating learning environments. 
· [bookmark: _Int_xnY1twzT]World Vision was able to provide education materials, support children with disabilities, and engage families in their children’s learning. “Homes and Communities” reached more than 1 million children, including 26,000 children with disabilities, across 30 districts in Rwanda. 
· Programs like these are important to our own country because access to quality education can break the cycle of poverty, strengthen the global economy, and promote lasting peace and security. According to the World Bank, every additional year of schooling increases a child’s future earnings by an average of 9%. When children are given the chance to learn, they gain not only essential skills, but also more hope for the future. 
Child Protection
· [bookmark: _Int_dMhJP053]Child protection programs are a lifeline for children facing violence or abuse around the world. We would like to specifically talk about the International Labor Affairs Bureau (ILAB) within the Department of Labor. ILAB supports programs that prevent and reduce the prevalence and use of child labor and trafficking. They also ensure that communities have the resources they need to respond to cases of violence or exploitation when they occur. 
Example:
· As an example, World Vision is implementing a new project through this funding in the DRC, called Transparent, Responsible, Accountable Critical Mineral Extraction (TRACE). This project is aimed at reducing child labor in cobalt and other critical mineral supply chains by strengthening child protection, prevention, and accountability.
· Eliminating child labor helps ensure that goods produced through child or forced labor never reach American consumers. It also protects U.S. businesses from unfair competition driven by exploitative practices and strengthens efforts to guarantee that U.S. trading partners uphold meaningful labor standards, keeping child labor out of U.S.-bound supply chains.
· By preventing harms such as trafficking, exploitation, online violence, child marriage, child labor, and the recruitment of children into armed groups, child protection programs funded by ILAB are an investment that strengthens families and communities and limits the risk of instability and conflict. 
» ASK (2 MINUTES): 
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 Thank you for taking the time to listen to us today. In summary, we are here as your constituents to ask Rep. _____ / Sen. ______ to:



ASK
Please fund the FY27 International Affairs Budget at a minimum of $50 billion, which matches the foundation set in the FY26 bill, and please maintain a focus on the key accounts we've mentioned that save lives, prevent the need for future emergency response, and invest back into our own nation's prosperity and security. 


[bookmark: _Int_txkmrkQw]World Vision looks forward to working with Congress to ensure this FY27 bill has bipartisan support and promotes both U.S. interests and those of the children World Vision serves. Because we believe that God so loved the world (John 3:16), we cannot forget the world. We encourage Rep./Sen. ____ to remember the most vulnerable in the decisions they make, to hear our hearts for this work as their constituents, and to use their leadership role to help bring fullness of life for all.

» DISCUSSION (3 MINUTES):
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[bookmark: _Int_tTLFyeXd]Before we close, we’d like to ask a few questions to help us learn more about the Member and how we as advocates can help provide the best information for your office:
OPTIONAL QUESTIONS: [Discuss with your GO which, if any, of these questions would be appropriate to ask.]
· How does the Member see our nation’s defense, diplomacy, and development programs (like those of World Vision) all working together for a safer and more stable world?
· With the U.S. seen as a global leader, where does the Member envision compromise between the goal for all children to experience abundant life, while ensuring future generations in our own country have access to resources? 
· How does the Member think the United States can continue its legacy of generosity in an informed, balanced way?
PLEASE ASK:
· Based on the final funding level for humanitarian assistance in the FY26 budget, do you have any thoughts on whether the FY27 funding level will be similar, and supported in a bipartisan manner?
· Do you have any questions about what we shared? Is there any other information on these appropriations accounts and World Vision's work that you would like to have, and we can follow up with you?
· Would you be able to share the relevant appropriations forms with us that World Vision staff can fill out for these accounts?

» CLOSING LOGISTICS (2 MINUTES): 
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[bookmark: _Int_uVG7Teow]Thank the office for their time. If you sense it would be appropriate, ask if you could end the meeting in prayer. (Direct your prayers toward encouragement, peace, and guidance. Do not pray that God converts them to your viewpoint or “shows them the way” to think on the issue.) 

[bookmark: _Int_vTNPEMIq][bookmark: _Int_6PxuqF6w]Ask if you can take a photo or screenshot! Share the photo with us (advocate@worldvision.org) and in the World Vision Advocate Facebook Group. You can also post the photo and a thank you on social media, tagging the Member of Congress and @WorldVision. Use the hashtag: #WVAdvocacy.

After your meeting, the scheduler will fill out a meeting report form as well as send a brief thank you email to the office you met with.
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