
END VIOLENCE IN ALL ITS FORMS
The International Violence Against Women Act (S.2120)

Introduction
One in three women and girls globally have experienced violence during their 

lifetimes. This prevalence of violence increases in countries with high rates of poverty, 

displacement, or conflict—where women and girls are already among the most 

vulnerable. The International Violence Against Women Act (IVAWA) works with  

faith-based groups, NGOs, and other key stakeholders to ensure the United States  

uses its influence to help end violence in all its forms.

Why it matters
Violence can have a lifelong impact on a woman’s physical and mental health, and cause 

ripple effects for her children, family, and community. Women may become isolated, 

unable to work, or unable to participate in regular activities, even struggling to care 

for themselves and their children. Every person was created in the image of God, 

and has dignity and value. We must use all avenues—churches, governments, and 

communities—to ensure that women and girls are seen, heard, and respected.
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This bill will ensure the U.S. has a comprehensive strategy and strong 
leadership to address violence against women and girls as a matter of basic 
human rights. Please cosponsor the International Violence Against Women 
Act (S.2120).

IMPACT

Violence against women and 
girls can take many forms, 
including:

• Physical violence
• Sexual violence
• Psychological violence
• Forced child marriage
•  Female genital  

mutilation/cutting 
• Trafficking
• Honor killings
• Prenatal sex selection

Survivors of violence have 
a higher prevalence of 
psychological disorders, such 
as suicide and depression. 
Children who grow up 
in families where there is 
violence may suffer from deep 
and lasting behavioral and 
emotional impacts. 



In the Solomon Islands, 64 percent of women ages  
15 to 49 have experienced violence. World Vision is  
working to address this through Channels of Hope, a 
faith-based approach that mobilizes community leaders to 
respond to the needs of women and girls. We partnered 
with local churches first, and even the police force began 
using the same approach after witnessing its effectiveness. 
Over the initial two-year period, 61 percent of people 
reported a decrease in gender-based violence.Channels of Hope,  

Solomon Islands

DECREASING VIOLENCE THROUGH  
FAITH-BASED APPROACHES
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About this bill
The International Violence Against Women Act (S.2120) recognizes 

that violence is perpetuated by many factors including poverty, 

harmful cultural norms and behaviors, conflict, and humanitarian 

disasters. IVAWA also recognizes that gender disparities directly 

correspond with a lack of education and employment opportunities 

for girls and women, and increased levels of political and economic 

instability. Further, the bill acknowledges that to help solve this 

problem, faith-based organizations and faith leaders are key 

partners, alongside governments and women-led organizations.

If passed, this bipartisan bill will:

   Require a comprehensive strategy to address gender-based 

violence

   Legally reinforce the Office of Global Women’s Issues and 

the State Department position, Senior Coordinator for Gender 

Equality and Women’s Empowerment

   Identify four countries with significant levels of gender-based 

violence and develop comprehensive prevention and response 

plans for each  

   Examine the four designated countries to determine the 

effects of foreign assistance focused on drivers of violence—

including cultural norms, economics, health, and conflict— 

and then apply these learnings elsewhere
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